
St Albans and District BKA Committee Meeting

Minutes

Thursday 31st March 2022

Greenwood Park Community Centre

Chiswell Green

AL2 3HW

1 Member present: , LesRichard Grimwade Richard Tavener
Riley, , , CarolineKyle Riley Alison Holloway
Williams, , Stuart White,Julian Griffiths

(part)Patrick Maxwell

2 Apologies for absence: None were received

3 Approval of minutes  3rd mtg of 2021 in June
and 4th mtg of 2021 in September

Both approved- proposed by andLes Riley
seconded by .Adrian Small

4 Matters arising Les Riley pointed that matters arising should
only relate to those from the minutes of the
last meeting.

5 Chair showed the display boardsJulian Griffiths
and we discussed updating these, with a fresh
new look feel and new images.

We also discussed Gazebo banners, wind
flags to add more prominence to outside
events.

asked whether BBKA hadAlison Holloway
any posters ACTION on Stuart White to ask
the question.

to look to update graphics andKyle Riley
boards

ACTION on all committee members to drop
Julian Griffiths an email with ideas for the
presentation boards.

Les Riley said that we needed to spend some
money so we should do this as a matter of
urgency and not to be driven by a budget.

The 2022 season is already upon us and so far the

spring has been reasonably kind. We can only

hope for more stability that last year where the

swings from dry and cold through wet and hot did

little for the colonies or honey yield.

This year out task is going to be restoring some of

the Association activities we have been missing

such as public events and social meetings.

However, we must remain mindful that Covid has

not gone away and may yet present new variants.
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We need to get on with life but take whatever

precautions seem necessary to keep everyone

safe.

Two years ago I said I would like to make our

membership younger and that plan has rather

been on hold! Richard Grimwade has been doing

good work coordinating and making school visits

but I would still like to recruit some more members

to help out. Schools seem an obvious place for us

to recruit freshly emerged beekeepers.

To promote ourselves to the public, we need to

look at the publicity materials and update them. I

have put this on the agenda a little later so we can

discuss what we want and how much we are

willing to spend.

Social and educational events are back and Anne

Wingate is keen to combine her plants and forage

talk with a social evening. We need a date and I am

going to put in a bit not to make this a Monday or

Friday evening so we get more members along. We

need to select a date and come up with at least

one more event this season.

Finally, we need to recruit a replacement Training

Officer, find a solution where a number of us share

the load or to combine with Welwyn for their

events. I think our training is part of what makes

the Association what it is and I would be loath to

see it go.

6 Secretary ACTION on Stuart White to speak to Links
Academy to see whether they can host a BBQ
and social on Sunday 26th June 2pm

offers to talk on DarwinismKyle Riley
Beekeeping in early September. Venue could
be Links Academy or Christ Church. Most
evenings except Mon, Fri, Sunday. Also
explore Sun. afternoon.

Mentioned that Mignon Seaton might be good
to approach regarding Training Officer. Patrick
Maxwell would also be prepared to assist with
training.

Mignon’s approach would be different to the
current approach. Smaller numbers of 15 but
with a commitment of 3 years. We will ask
Mignon to present at our next meeting.
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● Emailed by 19 year old entrepreneur

Harry Simpson (

www.mossnookhoney.co.uk) who

makes Standard national cedar hives

in Lancashire - delivered assembled for

£230 - no real way of finding out how

genuine this opportunity is. I’d suggest

caution and if we do offer this out to

our membership then stress that it’s

buyer beware and to use a credit card

to pay for any items.

● Aware that Everybody Active is due to

take over the running of Batchwood

golf course. Had one conversation with

a local EA employee who wanted to

have some bee hives on the land. I

suggested letting our members have

access to land in return for the bees to

pollinate and “green” their credentials.

Waiting to hear back.

Treasurer Les Riley has updated the website with new
committee members and Trustee details.

ACTION on Stuart White to email link out to all
members explaining this.

Treasure's Report for committee meeting on
31/3/2022 written on 29/3/2022

Our current bank balance is £18895.05 as at
time of writing this report on 29/3/2022

To date we have  active members, 124 full, 16
country.

All lapsed members have now been notified
they are no longer members & any who have
hives on the association apiaries, asked to
remove them.
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Luke has updated the Google Group &
removed these members, i will get the website
members area updated by removing access to
any lapsed members.

Please do not include any lapsed members on
the e2return when sending mail shots from
the system.

We normally have another influx of
membership from the back of the beginners
course, however most tend to lapse the
following year.

Capitation & BDI premiums for Spring 2022
have been paid, totalling £3044 to HBKA &
BBKA (£280 to HBKA, £2764 to BBKA) &
£407.10 to BDI for the Bee Disease Insurance.

We currently have a good supply of jars, with
the 1lb jars still at £24 as we have 17 boxes
from the old stock, once these are down to
the last few, the new stock of 17 boxes will be
added to the website at the new increased
price of £28.

Varroa treatments for this year, there is a new
formic acid product called FormicPro, made by
NOD, same people who make MAQ's, with a
box to treat 30 hives costing £155 (£5.16 per
hive) It has a good shelf life, & if we buy in a
good stock in the next month or so, could be
placed on the website (for £5.50 to cover
stripe charges)  so members can purchase just
what they need. I do believe that Gary
Hammond/Chris Mercer who run Bee1st
online store are Thorne stockist, I will speak to
them to see what sort of price I can get from
them if we purchase a good stock.

After the nightmare of getting the syrup last
year, I have been in contact with Sam at
Wyefield Apiaries about the cost of Invertbee
jerry cans, which are 14kg, not the 12.5kg as
supplied by Ambrosia.

The cost is £960 for a pallet of 60 jerry cans,
which works out to £16 per jerry can, again



can be placed on the website for slightly more
to cover the cost of the Stripe fees.

Slightly cost more than the Ambrosia, but
more in content, so just as good if not better
value

I thought of purchasing a couple of pallets, to
ensure we have a good supply for this year &
will seek approval of the purchase from the
Trustees at the Trustees meeting next month
as required under the Exec Committee charter,
section 2(1).

All those on the Hives for All 2021 scheme
have now all paid for the kit.

Here end the treasurers report for this
meeting

Training Andy’s email was read out “Before I start
the report, I should once again just like to
clarify my position with regard to the Training
Coordinator role. I intend to complete this
year’s training activities (Beginners Course,
Apiary training, Hives For All, etc) just as in
previous years. I won’t be leaving anyone in
the lurch this year. Whether you chose to do
the Bee Awareness session in October is up to
you. If you decide to go ahead with it I am
happy to help out, but would prefer if you had
someone else on board as Training Coordinator
by then.

2022 Beginners Course
This year’s Beginners Course is going well
(apart from last week’s power-related
postponement..), 50 people had signed up and
paid, and all but one have attended the
majority of the sessions. The course was
intended to be held over four Thursday
evenings this month, but as you may know, the
last session on the 24th had to be postponed due
to the widespread power failure in the St
Albans area. The last session is therefore being



held tonight (31st). The course was once again
held at the Christ Church hall due to the
numbers attending. This venue seems ideal for
this size of gathering, offering good facilities at
a reasonable price.

For anyone interested, the finances of the
Beginners Course are roughly as follows: 50
people at £85 each is sales of £4,250. Out of
this there is the cost of the hall hire (£216 for
the 4 evenings – no cleaning charge this year),
£500 for the BBKA Books, £70 for misc stuff
(tea, coffee, biscuits, folders, leaflets, badges,
etc). So the overall profit on the exercise is
around £3,400 which is a good proportion of
the association’s revenue for the year.

We will be organising the apiary sessions
included with the Course during April, so
hopefully the weather will play ball and we can
get them all done during the month.

Hives For All
I expect around 6 or 7 people will take up HFA
this year judging by the comments received so
far. Obviously this may change either way
when the scheme actually gets under way.

I understand that there may be a request for
someone to have a non-standard hive on the
scheme. Obviously it is ultimately up to the
Committee to decide, but I would caution
against such a move. One major feature of the
scheme is the option to return the equipment if
someone decides not to proceed. Any returned
equipment would then be used for the next
season by someone new to the scheme. An
expensive non-standard hive would not be
suitable for this. I have already turned down a
request from someone who wanted to have a
WBC hive on the scheme for the same reason.

2022 New Season Course
This was held over two sessions on the 16th and
23rd of March, at David Allen’s Links
Academy. An average of 18 members attended



each time over the two sessions. Again, a big
thanks to David Allen for his help and support
with this course.

I have to say I was slightly disappointed with
the turnout for this. I know the first session
suffered from extremely inclement weather,
but there were very few people who managed
to attend both sessions. Maybe the content
needs to be spiced up for future years, or will
benefit from a more entertaining speaker.

Apiary Talks
We are looking forward to holding a number of
talks at the Oaklands apiary through the
season, and would be very happy for anyone
from Prae Wood to join in with these as and
when they occur. It would also be good to hold
talks at Prae Wood and to have Oaklands
beekeepers in attendance there too.

Apologies once again for the clash of dates this
evening, I really would have liked to present
this report in person, but c’est la vie as our
cross-Channel neighbours might say.”

Prae Wood Apologies that computer problems meant that
this wasn’t emailed. Good winter, shed has
been painted, trees downed in the recent
storms are cut up and largely cleared out of
the way. Trench has been dug by Kevin to aid
drainage to prevent rotting of the shed due to
close ground contact on one side. Disclaimer
shown that needs to be signed to prevent
claims being made by new visitors being
“unaware” of risks associated with Apirairy
visits.

Oaklands Two members have left the Apirairy no new
members moved in. New lawn mower has
been purchased and a donated lawn mower
serviced. Les Riley asked that the donated
lawn mower requires paperwork to declare our
association ownership before service expense
claim will be processed. Hives for all scheme
discussed and can only be using Nationals -
not Solvenian style hives. Gate has fallen over
and wobbly post - this has been taken out by
somebody - so some repair work is needed.

Website and social media Website has been updated. wouldKyle Riley
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like to start to use Wordpress rather than
Weebly as the software of choice. We agreed
that Kyle could get prices to start to develop a
new website and host this with a different
provider that is charity friendly.

Events Alison Holloway provided details of the recent
event and those planned. We discussed card
payments and concluded that each individual
seller needs to provide their own machine IF
they wanted this method of payment to be
made and that they should be doing this. For
large events, then HBKA should be providing
the hardware and reporting - IF they wanted to
do this.

We discussed universal pricing and
concluded: £7 ( pound jar), £6 ( 12 oz) , £5
(8oz ) were the rates that we should be asking.

ACTION on Stuart White to book Nov date for
committee meeting Thursday 24th

Social and BBQ Sunday 26th June

Social & Honey competition on Sat 12th Nov

Talk & social on Sunday 11th or 18th 2pm

Meeting concluded 9:36pm

Dates for next committee meetings are Thursday 12th May, Thursday 28th July,
Thursday 29th September  and Thursday 24th
November.


