
St Albans and District BKA Committee Meeting

Thursday 24th November 2022

Christ Church

New Greens

AL3 6DJ

1 Attendees: , Les Riley, Andy Crossley, ,Stuart White, JulianCaroline Williams Richard Peterson
Griffiths. Richard Tavener.

Apologies for absence  - , , . Kyle RileyAlison Holloway Adrian Small Patrick Maxwell

2 Approval of minutes  Proposed SecondedJulian Griffiths Richard Tavener

3 Matters arising None

4 Chair’s report Nothing to report in this section but later on Out Apiaries.

5 Secretary’s report

We do not have a safeguarding policy. This may or may not be a problem, but if we want to we can
use the BBKA policy.

If we want to review our safeguarding policy then issue 12 Nov 2022 is available..
BBKA Safeguarding Children, Young People and Vulnerable Adults Policy
This policy cancels and replaces any earlier dated editions of the Safeguarding
Children, Young People and Vulnerable Adults Policy. This Policy is to be reviewed
annually or as and when legislation changes.

We agreed to adopt and adapt BBKA policy as our own and to put on public view on the website.
ACTION on Stuart White to sort this.

6 Treasurer’s report
St Albans District Beekeepers Association

Treasurer’s Report for committee meeting on 24/11/2022 written on 23/11/22

Our current bank balance is £11780.21 as at time of writing this report on 23/11/22

To date we have active members, 143 full, 17 country & 2 junior, an increase of 1 full member since
the last committee meeting.

I will be setting the membership to ;Awaiting Renewal; in the next couple of weeks, so please tick
the following boxes if you are sending out any correspondence to the membership via the Ereturn2.

Member Status: Active & Awaiting Renewal;

Member Approval Stage: Pending & Approved;

Member Category: Registered, Country & Junior;

Swarm List: Both Ticked & Unticked;
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AHAT List: Both Ticked & Unticked;

I recently received an email from Katy Waters, a beekeeper at Oaklands asking for funding towards
the planting project at Oaklands.

Dear Les,

Oaklands Beekeepers, Oaklands College and Wilderhood Watch are engaging in a planting project
around the

Oaklands Orchard which is next to the Oaklands apiary.

Colin Elcombe (Oaklands Habitat) has ordered trees at no cost. Wilderhood Watch is providing
expertise on tree planting and the Beekeepers are providing enthusiasm and labour. One of the
aims of this project is to provide additional forage for bees by planting a hedge and a wildflower
meadow.

Cardboard protection for the saplings is more expensive than plastic coils but is more beneficial for
the environment.

All parties are looking at options for sampling protection. Cardboard protection works out at
approximately 50p a tree.

Would the St. Albans BBKA committee consider the possibility of SABKA contributing to the cost of
this planting project? The number of trees to be planted is estimated to be 200-400. The costs are
not finalised but would be the the order of a few hundred pounds. Sorry I can’t be more specific right
now but I think it would be less than £500.

Best Wishes,

Katy Waters (Oaklands Beekeeper).

My Reply:

Hi Katy.

I will have this put on the agenda for the next Committee meeting.

The Association has already spent a considerable amount on planting at Oaklands so can’t
guarantee the outcome.

In the meantime if you could obtain more accurate costs that would be great

Regards

Les

Looking back at the previous planting project requested for Oaklands by Anne Wingate, we agreed
at the committee meeting on 25/02/2021 to £500 with £100 buffer.

To date the total amount spent on this project by Anne Wingate was £543.50 (Including petrol
expenses)

To date I have had no further correspondence regarding a more accurate costing from Katy Waters.

My concerns are:

1, 400 trees at 50p per tree protector is only £200, why a few hundred pounds; less than £500?

2, Reading the email, going on the costing given, it appears that St Albans & District Beekeepers



Associations are the only ones being asked for funding.

3, Is this tree planting project part of the planning acceptance after Oaklands sold large amounts of
land for housing to be built? Should the builders be the ones to pay for such a project?

A vote was taken and it was decided unanimously to reject this idea. There were no
abstensions.

7 Education and training:

Bee Awareness Session
This year’s Bee Awareness evening was held on the 23rd October at the Links Academy school. 42
people had signed up of which 29 attended. Many thanks to David Allen for the use of his facilities,
and to Adrian, Stuart, Richard and Alison for their help on the night.

I recently gave a cut-down version of the Bee Awareness talk to some of the grounds team at the
Arsenal football training ground. They had originally booked to come to the Bee Awareness evening
but were unable to attend at the last minute. They have requested to make a donation to the
Association for the talk. They are intending to have hives at their venue and will be enrolling in the
Beginners Course next year.

Training 2023
I have been persuaded to continue in the Training Coordinator role for one more year, although this
will be mostly confined to running the Beginners Course in March. Much of the subsequent apiary
aspects will be covered by Adrian. This will be my last year, so it would be good if we had
someone willing to join in with a view to taking over the role for 2024.

Beginners Course 2023
I propose that next year’s Beginners Course is again held on the first four Thursdays of March (2nd,
9th, 16th and 23rd). I have booked the Christ Church main hall again for those dates. I understand
that they will be charging approximately 10% more for the hire next year. The 2022 cost was £216
for the four evenings, so a small increase will not be too onerous. Assuming £10 each again for the
BKA books and £70 or so for misc expenses, the revenue to the Association should still be well over
£3,000. I suggest we keep the fee for the course to £85 per person as before, and again limit the
number of attendees to 50.

Training Apiaries
This year the majority of the practical Beginner training was done at Oaklands apiary, with a small
number of beginners being mentored by Anne Wingate at Prae Wood.

Hives For All
Most of the ten people signed up for HFA appear to be progressing, so will probably be continuing
next year (7 at Oaklands, 3 at PW)

Monthly training sessions will be reinstated at both Oaklands and Prae. We decided to start these
again Sat 22nd April at Oaklands - subject TBA. The second session will be held a month later at
Prae Wood.

8 Public events report

Nothing to report, but to ask whether we will partner with Central and South Herts for the Herts
show. If we do, how do we control the money?



It was stated that we would run the show with C&S BKA if they agreed that we would be handling
the money. If this couldn’t be agreed we would run a stand on our own. This may result in both
associations running their own stands.

9 HBKA report

St Albans & District Beekeepers Association

HBKA Report for committee meeting on 24/11/2022 written on 23/11/22

The last HBKA Exec Committee Meeting took place on Monday 14/11/2022
It was agreed that the Honey Show in September was received very well and a success. This will be
run again next year, although at the end of September rather than the beginning to allow for those
finishing feeding/extracting & treating etc.
A 2nd & 3rd place trophy (rosette or certificate) was agreed to be given next year.

Still some ALAs to add their association onto the new BBKA Association Finder Map, only 4 on
there to date, St Albans being one of them.
BBKA Guide to Beekeeping Books for the beginners course, how many needed to be sent to Paul
Cassidy by the end of November.
Healthy Bee Day 2023 (May be run every other year depending on numbers taking the day up)
St Albans asked to host at Oaklands. Could our secretary make contact with Oaklands for use of
classrooms & use of our teaching apiary. All hives used will be opened by Bee Inspectors only, no
delegates on the day's course. ACTION on Stuart White to sort this.

It was agreed that HBKA would no longer sponsor the Herts Show, this being left to St Albans
District BKA
& Central & South BKA.
The booking of the pitch at the Herts Show are now open, C & S BKA have made enquiries.
Discussions with
C & S BKA will need to take place about this event.

It was stated that we would run the show with C&S BKA if they agreed that we would be handling
the money. If this couldn’t be agreed we would run a stand on our own. This may result in both
associations running their own stands. ACTION on to clarify our stance.Julian Griffiths

Dates for the following
HBKA AGM & Spring Show - 25/3/23
Autumn Honey Show - 30/9/23
Committee Meetings - 27/2/23, 24/4/23, 14/8/23
New season preparation course 15/2/23 , 22/2/23 , 1/3/23 ACTION Les Kiley to let Herts know that
we want to share this course in WGC.

10 Prae Wood and Oaklands Apiaries
Oaklands:
Training
There have been four people involved in training the new beekeepers this year: Andy Crossley,
Anne Wingate, Maria Flegg and Adrian Small. It remains to be seen how many beekeepers remain
at Oaklands and how many new beekeepers arrive but, with Andy is stepping down from his training
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role and other factors which impact upon everyone’s ability to attend, we may need other
beekeepers to assist with the training on Saturdays in 2023, if there are insufficient staff.
Oaklands Maintenance Day, 5th Nov
The Maintenance Day took place as planned, with all tasks being completed as per the plan and
much more quickly than expected. Our thanks to everyone who attended for their help.
Gate post
Kevin Burton has been engaged to replace the other (left-hand) gate post at the apiary entrance, as
it is also rotten but took longer than the right-hand post to show signs.
Winter preparation
Saturday 5th Nov also involved putting on mouse-guards and nets, as well as hefting and weighing
the hives. We believe that we are as well prepared for winter as possible, although some colonies
are quite small and may not survive until spring.

Prae Wood:

Mouse guards and netting is on all hives. Much work is needed to prune the trees, make a dolly to
easily garage the ride on mower and to remove the metal stakes. The toilet shed needs to be
replaced. Richard was asked to get an idea of the cost for a decent shed (decent timber) that would
stand up to weather. IPS fencing tends to be of a good quality.

11 Update on Website and social media sites  Kyle had only received 2 replies for those testing the
new site. Any ideas for content of the member area?

12 Update on Out Apiaries: Progress is going well on social apiaries Redbourn / Hemel would suit
members who live in Hemel and slightly better progress is being made with the Wheathampstead
site. The new sites might need a manager each, but that can happen as the sites evolve.

13 A.O.B.  Bee safaris Richard Tavener will update at next meeting

14 Date of next meetings:  AGM 18th Feb, Committee meetings 13th March, 18th May, 20th July, 21st
September and 23rd November

15 Meeting closed at 9:30pm


