St Albans Beekeepers Association

minutes

Meeting held remotely. 1st meeting of 2021 on 25th February at 7:30pm

Apologies: Ben Sutton- Smith

Non Richard Grimwade

attendance:

Attendance: Les Riley, Richard Peterson, Luke Adams, Adrian Small (part), Andy Crossley,

Julian Griffiths, Michael Abbott, Stuart White, Caroline Williams, Kyle Riley,
Andy Price (part), Patrick Maxwell (part)

Meeting started late due to complications dialing into the meeting. We did
discuss paying for a Zoom sopubscription but finally decided later that we
wouldn’t get value from this and for the remaining lockdown to continue to use
the Google Meet service - which given its limitations is free.

Once the meeting was under way;

Minutes of the
last meeting

held on 26th November 2020 were approved; Les Riley proposed and
Luke Adams seconded these.
draft minutes before approval

Matters arising:

none

Chair report:

Luke proposed £100 for seeds and Les Riley seconded this. Oaklands £500 for
tree planting and flower beds 25 m by %2 m wide were discussed. This was voted
in favour to allow £500 + £100 buffer but invoices and proper receipts would
need to be provided. Discussed filling packets of seeds DIY to gain better value
and a connection to the cause again approved with £200 budget plus a small
buffer. Les Riley to sort out a Zoom licence - but this was later discussed and
rescinded.
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Treasurer's
report:

Able to gain good discounts for MAQS treatments for members from
Thornes. MAQS was approved for use in the Apiaries for this year.

Accounts as at 25-2-2021

Secretary
reported;

new to role replacing Jane Pendlebury-Green who had contacted to express
great thanks for the leaving gift and wished all well. Now up to speed and well
on the way to getting on line banking up and running.




Education
and training
report:

2021 Beginners Course

Preparations are well under way for this year’s Beginners Course which starts
next Thursday (4th) and runs on each Thursday through March. The course is to
be held via Zoom using the facilities at the Links Academy school in Hixberry
Lane. David Allen, the Head Teacher is a member and was on last year’s
course. He has a hive and bees on order and will be joining the Oaklands apiary
once the season gets under way.

From almost 70 enquiries, we currently have 23 confirmed bookings for the
course, plus the 44 people who had paid for last year’s interrupted course.
Zoom has a maximum of 100, so we should be well within that.

2021 New Season Course

Earlier today | emailed the members about the possibility of a short New
Season course later next month. So far have had 16 positive replies. | expect
this to be held in the third and fourth weeks of March.

Colonies for 2021 Beginner Training

The 2 colonies that were donated to the association for training have
over-wintered well at Adrian’s apiary in Milton Keynes. They will be transported
to the Oaklands apiary in due course

Oaklands
report;

Shed roof had 2 quotes, these need to be firmed up in writing on headed paper
for best practice. C £500 will be required.

Julian Griffiths

proposed and Luke Adams

seconded this. It was explained that Katy Walters was running a planting
team (Wilderhood Watch, who will provide a proposed planting plan and
numbers of bushes/shrubs, cost etc) inside the Apiary and

Anne Wingate

has been running

the project for flower beds - shrubs and trees in the new college extended
ground leading up to the gate. Wild flowers had now become shrubs and
bushes. Also mention of a map of hive location within the Apiary would be
drawn up. Adrian's report




Prae Wood:

Still work needed to dig around the shed and to drop rodent preventing wire
around the perimeter. Also a requirement to improve the apiary boundary fence.
Adrian Small did suggest that there were 8 fence posts spare that were
purchased with association money and could be donated. This was accepted.
Items that would be useful to purchase; c£80 a hive mover, exterior paint for the
shed, replace locks and also provide some floor covering for the shed floor - it's
showing signs of wear. Also the desire to upgrade the toilet facilities. Advance
the need for a Queen rearing course?

Richard's report

Out apiaries:

nothing to report.

Social Media:

Interaction with the wider public was needed. This would begin with the
current membership interaction , and increasing the postings to the facebook
group. Any videos or photos to be send by email to

Kyle Riley

and he would in turn post

these to social media sites. The more frequent the better. Would like to
investigate the cost of a dedicated social media email address at
Stalbansbees.org - Les Riley mentioned that this would involve a cost. Having
had discussions with Andy P. there was a need to tidy up the current website to
improve navigation for members of the public.

Competitions to publicise the association, perhaps a photographic comp. The
winner to win 6 jars of local honey - a year’s supply and also feature theirs and
11 other photos in a calendar for 2022. Comp to run March to August. Would
need to source costs of calendar production. All thought this was a good idea.

Also some discussion about a logo / new logo. To look at this again at the
next meeting. Again this was thought to be needed and was welcomed.

Kvyle's report




AOB:

1.Caroline Willimas wanted to explore apple juice pressing and bottling
for members - Adrian Small would need to mention this to the land
manager at Oaklands before we took away the apples.

2.Richard Peterson wanted to give money back to the members - in the
form of reduced subs next year.

3.Les Riley wanted to use up some money for paid speakers.
4.General plea to find creative ways that fill our obligations as a charity
to promote bee keeping and reduce our bank balance.

Date of next meeting Thursday 22nd April by Google Meet at

7:30pm Meeting finished at 10pm




