
St Albans and District BKA Committee Meeting 

 

MINUTES 

   

Thursday 2 May 2019 @ Greenwood Park, 7.30pm    

In attendance:  

Anne Wingate (AW) Richard Peterson (RP) Adrian Small (AS) Luke Adams (LA) 

Andy Crossley (AC)   Richard Grimwade (RG) Ben Sutton-Jones (BSJ) Gill Ray (GR) 

Les Riley (LR) Jane Pendlebury-Green (JPG) 

 

  

1  Apologies for absence  
 
 Patrick Maxwell 

 

2  Approval of minutes 
 
 Committee meeting 11 April 2019: Approved  
 

3  Matters arising  
 
 11a: ER2: should we keep a backup on memory stick? Decision “yes” 

 

4  Chair’s report  
 

Season has suddenly come upon us and nothing in place for swarms 
We have welcomed some beginners to the apiary but weather has hindered us last weekend 

 

5  Secretary’s report  
 

a) Sustainable St Albans have requested information, JPG has replied but not got a return email 
b) Site feasibility visit – tomorrow to house in Sandridge 
c) Swarms: JPG is getting emails via swarms@stalbansbees.  

 Action: JPG to remove reference to it on the website and amend swarms page so that link to BBKA 
website is shown 
Action: Remind swarm collectors that if they have excess swarms then donate to Anne Wingate 

d) ER2: mailing members works though need to ensure you change options so that emails go to members 
and not to the sender of the message 

 

6  Treasurer’s report  
 

a) Income £5724.00 waiting for £63.69 to be credited 
 

7  Education & training report  
 

a) 1st apiary visit of prospective beekeepers completed. Rearranged last weekend due to bad weather. This 
Saturday is going to go ahead despite inclement forecast. Also the 18th May (Healthy Bee Day). 

b) LA has had some response for his expert rota. He wants to start on the 18th May.  
Action: LA to phone experts and organise rota 

c) AC has emailed to ask for 1 to 1 mentors, approx. 12 have volunteered 
d) AC had sent out a survey to those attending the beginners’ course. 



i. 19 results from 38 attendees.  
ii. 89% thought course length and detail OK.  

iii. Most respondents wanted to keep bees in future 
iv. Most found the presentations interesting.  
v. Nearly everyone thought the course was very good value for money £85.  

vi. 80% were more likely to take up beekeeping after the course than they were prior to it 
e) “Asian Hornet Day” or possibly another lecture day in the autumn. Andrea Goodall has contacted 

Hertford and Ware Chair, Jo Humphries, as she has a member who does events and may be able to assist 

 

8  Public events report  
 

a) Lack of volunteers for Wheatfields 18 May (clash with SABKA Open meeting and Nosema Day). Despite BJS 
best efforts, only 1 volunteer. 3pm to 6pm. 
Action: BJS to cancel this year but to hope to return next year 

b) Larks in Parks, Julian Griffiths has agreed to organise it (30 June) 
c) New event request: Mon 27 May: Foragers at Verulamium Arms.  

Action: BSJ to email members using ER2 to  
d) Herts Show – all on track. Stuart White organising in conjunction with WBKA 
e) Harpenden Carnival, Saturday 08 June – Jill, Christine and Ben.  

Action: BSJ to email for more volunteers 
f) Oaklands Summer Fair – Sunday 09 June. JPG organising 

 

9  HBKA report  
 

a) 5 members of SABKA attended the meeting of HBKA Executive on Monday 29 April 

b) Main agenda item was the proposal, “should we make an application to become a CIO using HBKA CIO 
constitution as currently drafted”. Vote passed, 7 for the motion, 3 against.  

c) St Albans will be an affiliated branch of Herts CIO 
d) If we are not satisfied then can withdraw from the CIO at a later date 
e) Could become our own CIO (and therefore our own charity number)? LR may recommend this as we 

won’t be able to reclaim the gift aid on the SABKA element of the membership fee, we would only get it 
from the BBKA and HBKA elements. 

f) Being a CIO ourselves would be helpful as we would not have to apply to use the HBKA charity number 
Action: LA to investigate becoming a CIO – for further discussion at September committee meeting 

 

 

10  Prae Wood & Oaklands Business 

a) Hive rentals at Prae Wood apiary. Rent at Prae Wood is £4 + 12 jars of honey. Members will be paid £5 for 

their jar of honey. 

b) Varroa treatments at Prae Wood and Oaklands 

Apilife Var (56 packs = 28) and ApiGuard (72 trays = 36 hives) to be used at Oaklands 

Action: Oaklands Apilife Var, Prae Wood ApiGuard to be sold at £5 per hive. Being sold at each apiary 

prior to the open meeting on 22nd June 

c) Bee Inspector (Peter Folge) visit to apiaries 

Action: AS and RP to talk to Peter at the Healthy Bee Day and arrange date(s) for his visit 

d) Layout of hives at Oaklands. Overcrowding in certain areas is making it difficult for manoeuvres and also 

for beginners to observe 

Action: AS to ask Oaklanders to spread out hives to reduce overcrowding and to ensure they are stable 

 

  



11  Update on website and social media sites  
 

a) BSJ and GR to pick up social media (all)  
b) Consider major links to the most used things (eg extractor)  
c) Contact form on website. Most emails received were offensive. Email contacts for officers of 

SABKA nd also AC for Training are listed on the websit 
Action: JPG to remove contact form 
 

12 Agenda items deferred from previous meeting: 

a) Checking of accuracy of AGM minutes (approval at next AGM in January 2020) – deferred again  

 

13  A.O.B.  

a) AW is collating a list of members requiring swarms. 5 already signed up.  
b) Nucs for next seasons new beekeepers 

As we are continuing with Hives For All we need nucs making up and maintained. We currently have 6 
association nucs. 3 could be kept at each apiary. Discussion as to the price that these nucs should be sold 
for, £150 recommended 
Action: LA has one association nuke box to be returned to AW 

c) Open Meeting 20 July, Oaklands 2pm. Topic: Uniting colonies and being equipped for the following year. 
AC and AW to deliver the session 

d) LA: Last jar delivery was missing items, company completely unaware. LA had to prove that the delivery 
was short. Investigation determined that the courier had damaged the box and therefore only half of a 
box was delivered. The remainder will be delivered next week. So, short of halfs and quarters. Time 
consuming.  

e) Winter Losses: LA to send out form to members 
f) Rules of the apiary: LA looking for the electronic version.  

 

14  Dates of next committee meetings  

 Thursday 27 June, Greenwood Park, 7.30pm  Apologies: BSJ and GR 

 Thursday 12 September, Greenwood Park, 7.30pm 

 Thursday 28 November, Greenwood Park, 7.30pm   

  

Meeting closed 21:47 

 

 


